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(54) Apparatus for detecting the inclination angle of a projection screen and projector comprising 
the same 



(57) [Problem] To provide a simple-structured angle 
detecting apparatus and a projector utilizing a line-type 
passive range-finding device for use on the camera or 
the like. 

[Means for Resolution] A control circuit (5) com- 
putes a relative horizontal inclination angle between a 
screen (1) and a projector (2) on the basis of range-find- 
ing computing results achieved by a line-type passive 



range-finding device (3), and a relative vertical inclina- 
tion angle between a screen (1) and a projector (2) on 
the basis of range-finding computing results achieved 
by a line-type passive range-finding device (4). A display 
driving section (7) adjusts a projection optical system 
(8) including a condensing lens on the basis of the ver- 
tical and the horizontal inclination angles computed by 
the control circuit (5), thereby correcting for a keystone 
distortion in an image projected. 
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Description 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 

[Technical Field of the Invention] 

[0001] The present invention relates to an angle de- 
tecting apparatus using a line-type passive range-find- 
ing device and a projector having the same. 

[Prior Art] 

[0002] Conventionally, in the case of using a projector 
such as a liquid-crystal projector, there is a disadvan- 
tage to cause distortion in a projection image, called 
keystone distortion, due to a positional relationship of 
both the projector and the screen. As the technique for 
correcting keystone distortion, there are generally two 
methods, including an electric correcting method of gen- 
erating an image having a keystone distortion reverse 
to a projection image in a video circuit within the projec- 
tor and project it, and an optical correcting method of 
adjusting the inclination of a condensing lens included 
in a projection optical system within the projector without 
correcting a generating image in the video circuit. 
[0003] There are descriptions on the prior arts for au- 
tomatically correcting such keystone distortion in JP-A- 
2000-122617, JP-A-2001 -339671 and JP-A- 
2002-62842. 

[0004] The prior art described in JP-A-2000-122617 
is to detect distances to the screen respectively by two 
active-type range-finding sensors provided in different 
positions on the front surface of a liquid-crystal projec- 
tor. On the basis of two detected distances and the dis- 
tance of between the two range-finding sensors, the in- 
clination angle of the liquid-crystal projector relative to 
the screen is computed. On the basis of the computed 
inclination angle, the keystone distortion is corrected by 
the method as mentioned above. 
[0005] The prior art described in JP-A-2001 -339671 
provides with an angle sensor circuit, such as gyro, on 
a projector or screen. On the basis of the angle informa- 
tion obtained from the circuit, correction is made for a 
horizontal (left-right) keystone distortion, vertical (up- 
down) keystone distortion or horizontal-and-vertical 
combined keystone distortion. 

[0006] The prior art described in JP-A-2002-62842 
uses a camera to detect a position and inclination of a 
screen. The screen image taken by the camera is im- 
age-processed in a screen-position detecting section, 
to thereby detect a screen position and inclination. De- 
pending upon the detected position and inclination of 
screen, a keystone distortion is corrected. 

[Patent document 1] 

[0007] JP-A-2000-122617 (page 4, Fig. 1) 



[Patent document 2] 

[0008] JP-A-2001 -339671 (page 3, Fig. 1) 
5 [Patent document 3] 

[0009] JP-A-2002-62842 (page 1 0, Fig. 1 ) 
[Problem that the Invention is to Solve] 

10 

[0010] The prior art described in JP-A-2000-122617 
uses a plurality of active-type range-finding devices in 
order to detect an inclination angle of the liquid-crystal 
projector relative to the screen. Because a light-emitting 

is element exclusive for range finding is required separate- 
ly from that for image projection, there is an increase in 
structure. Furthermore, there is a problem of requiring 
the power for causing light emission in the range-finding 
light-emitting element. Also, there occurs a problem 

20 that, in the case that the light of the range-finding light- 
emitting element does not reach within a range where 
a projection image of the projector is to reach or that the 
screen exists in a distance at which the range-finding 
light reflected upon the screen is weakened within the 

25 range a projection image of the projector is to reach, 
range-finding accuracy lowers resulting in worsening in 
the accuracy of detecting a liquid-crystal projector incli- 
nation angle relative to the screen. Also, because de- 
tection is possible only for a vertical inclination angle, 

30 correction is impossible for a keystone distortion caused 
due to horizontal inclination. 

[0011] Contrary to this, the prior art described in JP-A- 
2001 -339671, not using an active-type range-finding 
device, detects a horizontal and vertical inclination an- 
as gle, hence not causing the foregoing disadvantage. Be- 
cause angle sensors are provided on both the projector 
and the screen in order to detect a relative inclination 
angle of the projector and screen, there is caused a dis- 
advantage to increase the structure. 
40 [0012] The prior art described in JP-A-2002-62842 
uses a camera to detect an inclination angle of the liquid- 
crystal projector relative to the screen. There is elimi- 
nated of the foregoing disadvantage in using an active- 
type range-finding device and the disadvantage of struc- 
45 tural increase due to the provision of angular sensor on 
both the projector and the sensor. However, there is a 
disadvantage that a camera and a processing circuit are 
required for complicated image process in order to de- 
tect an inclination angle. 
so [0013] It is an object of the present invention to sim- 
plify the structure of an angle detecting apparatus not 
using a light-emitting element exclusive for angle detec- 
tion and a projector having the same, 

55 [Means for Solving the Problem] 

[0014] A first invention is an angle detecting appara- 
tus including: a line-type passive range-finding device 
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having a pair of lenses arranged spaced a baseline 
length, a line sensor on which a pair of images of a sub- 
ject-of-measurement are to be focused by the one pair 
of lenses, and an operating section for carrying out 
range-finding operation in a plurality of mutually different 
directions on the basis of an output of the line sensor; 
and an inclination-angle computing section for comput- 
ing an inclination angle of the subject-of-measurement 
relative to a direction of the baseline length, on the basis 
of an operation result of the line-type passive range- 
finding device. According to this structure, it is possible 
to realize a simple angle detecting apparatus capable 
of utilizing a line-type passive range-finding device for 
utilization for the camera or the like. 
[0015] A second invention is an angle detecting ap- 
paratus wherein, in the first invention, the inclination 
computing section computes an inclination angle of the 
subject-of-measurement relative to the baseline length 
direction, on the basis of an angle relative to each per- 
pendicular to the baseline in the plurality of directions 
and an operation result of the line-type passive range- 
finding device. According to this structure, it is possible 
to realize a simple angle detecting apparatus capable 
of utilizing a line-type passive range-finding device for 
utilization for the camera or the like. 
[001 6] A third invention is an angle detecting appara- 
tus wherein, in the first invention, the inclination com- 
puting section computes an inclination angle of the sub- 
ject-of-measurement relative to the baseline length di- 
rection, on the basis of a contrast center-of-gravity po- 
sition of each of the line sensors in the plurality of direc- 
tions and an operation result of the line-type passive 
range-finding device. According to this structure, it is 
possible to realize a simple angle detecting apparatus 
capable of utilizing a line-type passive range-finding de- 
vice for utilization for the camera or the like. 
[0017] A fourth invention is an angle detecting appa- 
ratus wherein, in the first invention, the line sensor has 
a first light-receiving region on which one of the one pair 
of images of the subject-of-measurement is to focus and 
a second light-receiving region on which the other of the 
one pair of images is to focus, the first and second light- 
receiving regions being respectively set with a plurality 
of range-finding operating regions corresponding to the 
plurality of range-finding directions, the operating region 
carrying out range-finding operations in the plurality of 
range-finding directions, on the basis of an output of the 
line sensor in the range-finding operating region in the 
first light-receiving region and an output of the line sen- 
sor in the range-finding operating region in the second 
light-receiving region, the inclination-angle computing 
section computing an inclination angle of the subject-of- 
measurement relative to the baseline length direction, 
on the basis of an operation result in two range-finding 
directions of among operation results the line-type pas- 
sive range-finding device carried out range-finding op- 
eration in the plurality of range-finding directions and a 
value dependent upon a distance of between two of the 



range-finding operating regions in the first light-receiv- 
ing region corresponding to the two range-fining direc- 
tions. According to this structure, it is possible to realize 
a simple angle detecting apparatus capable of utilizing 
5 a line-type passive range-finding device for utilization 
for the camera or the like. 

[0018] A fifth invention is that, in the fourth invention, 
the value dependent upon a distance of between two of 
the range-finding operating regions in the first light-re- 

10 ceiving region is a distance of center positions in the 
baseline length direction in each of the two range-finding 
operating regions. According to this structure, it is pos- 
sible to easily detect a value dependent upon a distance 
of between two of the range-finding operating regions 

is in the first light-receiving region to be used in angle de- 
tection, thus simplifying angle detection. 
[0019] A sixth invention is that, in the fourth invention, 
the value dependent upon a distance of between two of 
the range-finding operating regions in the first light-re- 

20 ceiving region is a distance of contrast center-of-gravity 
positions of images respectively focused in the two 
range-finding operating regions. According to this struc- 
ture, angle detection is made possible for compensating 
for a delicate deviation in a range-finding direction re- 

25 suiting from a contrast position of an image focused in 
each range-finding operating region, thus improving an- 
gle detection accuracy. 

[0020] A seventh invention is that the subject-of- 
measurement is a screen to which an image is to be 
30 projected. According to this structure, it is possible to 
detect an inclination angle of the screen relative to the 
baseline length direction. 

[0021] An eighth invention is a projector for projecting 
an image formed based on an input video signal to a 

35 screen, including the angle detecting apparatus and an 
image-distortion correcting section for correcting a dis- 
tortion in the image on the screen on the basis of an 
inclination angle computed by the angle detecting ap- 
paratus. According to this structure, it is possible to re- 

40 alize, by a simple structure, a distortion in an image de- 
pending upon a relative inclination angle of the projector 
and the screen. 

[0022] A ninth invention is a projector that the angle 
detecting apparatus intermittently computes an inclina- 

45 tion angle of the screen relative to the baseline length 
direction, the image-distortion correcting section cor- 
recting a distortion in the image on the screen on the 
basis of the intermittently computed inclination angle. 
According t this structure, because image distortion is 

so corrected intermittently, even if there is a change in 
screen or projector setup situation and the like, distor- 
tion correction can be automatically made depending 
upon the change. 

55 [Mode for Carrying Out the Invention] 

[0023] Hereunder, explanation is made on a mode for 
carrying out the invention, based on one embodiment 
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shown in the figure, Fig. 1 is a figure showing an exam- 
ple of a projector which detects an inclination angle be- 
tween a screen 1 and a projector 2 and corrects for a 
keystone distortion in an image projected to a screen 1 
on the basis of the detected inclination angle. Fig. 2 is 
a front view of the projector 2, Incidentally, the inclination 
angle detecting apparatus is not limited to those provid- 
ed the projector, and not limited to those for detecting 
an inclination angle relative to a screen. 
[0024] In Fig. 1 , a first line-type passive range-finding 
device 3 has an imaging section 31 having a pair of lens- 
es 31a, 31b shown in Fig. 2, and a pair of line sensors 
31c, 31 d, hereinafter referred, as first line sensors to be 
focused a pair of images of a screen 1 as a subject-of- 
measurement on by a pair of lenses 31a, 31b, and an 
operating section 32 for carrying out range-finding op- 
eration in a plurality of mutually different directions on 
the basis of an output of the one pair of line sensors 31c, 
31 d, thereby detecting distances to the screen 1 at a 
plurality of horizontal (left-right) points. The one pair of 
lenses 31 a, 31 b are arranged horizontally spaced a first 
baseline length b. 

[0025] A second line-type passive range-finding de- 
vice 4 has a pair of lenses 41a, 41b shown in Fig. 2 and 
an imaging section 41 having a pair of line sensors 41c, 
41 d, hereinafter referred, as second sensors to be fo- 
cused a pair of images of the screen 1 on by a pair of 
lenses 41a, 41b, and an operating section 42 for carry- 
ing out range-finding operation in a plurality of mutually 
different directions on the basis of an output of the one 
pair of line sensors 41 c, 41 d, thereby detecting distanc- 
es to the screen 1 at a plurality of vertical (up-down) 
points. The one pair of lenses 41 a, 41 b are arranged 
vertically spaced a second baseline length b'. 
[0026] A control circuit 5 as first and second inclina- 
tion angle computing section carries out various controls 
and operations, e.g. computes a relative horizontal in- 
clination angle of the screen 1 and projector 2 (in a first 
baseline direction) on the basis of a range-finding oper- 
ation result of the line-type passive range-finding device 
3, and a relative vertical inclination angle of the screen 
1 and projector 2 (in a second baseline direction) on the 
basis of a range-finding operation result of the line-type 
passive range-finding device 4. 
[0027] A projection image generating section 6 inputs 
image data output from an image data output section of 
an external personal computer or the like, and converts 
the image data into display data and outputs it to a dis- 
play driving section 7. 

[0028] The display driving section 7, as an image dis- 
tortion correcting section, adjusts a projection optical 
system 8 including a condensing lens on the basis of a 
horizontal and a vertical inclination angle computed by 
a control circuit 5, thereby correcting for a keystone dis- 
tortion in a projection image. 

[0029] Next, referring to Fig. 3, explanation is made 
on the operation principle of the line-type passive range- 
finding devices (external-light trigonometric range-find- 



ing scheme) 3, 4. Incidentally, although the line-type 
passive range-finding device 3 and the line-type passive 
range-finding device 4 are different in the installation an- 
gle, they are of the same structure and this example ex- 

5 plains only on the line-type passive range-finding device 
3 in order to simplify explanation. Incidentally, if explain- 
ing the structural corresponding relationship, the one 
pair of lenses 41a, 41b of the line-type passive range- 
finding device 4 corresponds to the one pair of lenses 

io 31a, 31b of the line-type passive range-finding device 
3, the one pair line of sensors 41c, 41 d of the line-type 
passive range-finding device 4 corresponds to the one 
pair of line sensors 31c, 31 d of the line-type passive 
range-finding device 3, the imaging section 41 of the 

is line-type passive range-finding device 4 corresponds to 
the imaging section 31 of the line-type passive range- 
finding device 3, and the operating section 42 of the line- 
type passive range-finding device 4 corresponds to the 
operating section 32 of the line-type passive range-find- 

20 jng device 3. 

[0030] In the same figures the one pair of lenses 31a, 
31b is arranged spaced a predetermined baseline 
length b, to focus respective images of the subject-of- 
measurement (screen) 1 , through mutually different op- 

25 tical paths 1 A and 1 B, onto the one pair of optical sensor 
arrays 31c and 31 d arranged spaced a focal length f 
from the pair of lenses 31a and 31b. The subject-of- 
measurement 1 assumably exists in a frontward position 
distant a distance LC from the one pair of lenses 31a, 

30 31b. 

[0031] When the subject-of-measurement 1 exists in 
an infinite distant position, an image center focused on 
the one pair of optical sensor arrays 31c and 31 d is fo- 
cused at a reference position (31 c1 , 31 d1) correspond- 

35 ing to an optical axis of lenses 31a, 31b on the optical 
sensor array 31c, 31 d. When the subject-of-measure- 
ment 1 comes nearer than the infinite distant position, 
focusing is at a position deviated a from these reference 
positions (31 d , 31 d1 ). From the principle of trigonomet- 

40 ric rang-finding, the distance LC to the subject-of-meas- 
urement 1 is given as LC = b f/oc. Herein, because the 
baseline length b and the focal length f are constants, 
detecting a deviation amount a makes it possible to 
measure the distance LC. This is the operation principle 

45 of the passive-type range-finding device for external- 
light trigonometric range-finding, whose operation is to 
be carried out by the operating section 32. 
[0032] The deviation amount a from the reference po- 
sition is detected by a correlation operation the operat- 

50 ing section 32 shown in Fig. 1 carries out on the partial 
image data groups iL, iR extracted respectively from a 
pair of image signals (image data strings) IL, IR output 
from the one pair of line sensors 31 c, 31 d. Although this 
correlation operation is well known and omits some de- 

55 tails of explanation, it schematically is an operation to 
detect the regions highest in coincidence degree when 
the partial image data group iL, iR is superposed as 
shown in Fig. 3 while relatively deviating the superpos- 
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ing partial image data group iL, iR in an arrangement 
direction of an optical sensor array. 
[0033] Incidentally, when performing correlation oper- 
ation, by fixing one partial image data group iL as a 
bench mark part depending upon a reference position 
as shown in Fig. 3 and deviating the other partial image 
data group iR as a reference part, the optical axis direc- 
tion of lens 31 a can be taken as a range-finding direc- 
tion. However, in the case that the range-finding direc- 
tion is taken as a direction from a center position of the 
both lens, the one partial image data group iL and the 
other partial image data group iR may be relatively de- 
viated. 

[0034] Next, referring to Fig. 4, explanation is made 
on a range-finding principle of the line-type passive 
range-finding device in a case a direction different from 
the front is taken as a range-finding direction. 
[0035] In the same figure, assuming that an image fo- 
cused on the one pair of optical sensor arrays 31c and 
31d when the subject-of-measurement 1 exists in an in- 
finite distant position in a direction C to be measured 
has a center taken as a reference position (31 c2, 31 d2), 
when the subject-of-measurement 1 comes nearer than 
the infinite distant position in the range-finding direction 
C, an image of subject-of-measurement 1 is focused at 
a position deviated a from the reference position (31 c2, 
31 d2). From the trigonometric range-finding principle, 
the distance LR to the subject-of-measurement 1 is LR 
= bf/(a cos P) . Incidentally, the angle p is an inclination 
angle, in the range-finding direction C, of the baseline 
with respect to a perpendicular A, which is an angle to 
be fixed by determining the measuring direction C. 
Herein, because the baseline length b, the focal length 
f and the cos p are constants, detecting a deviation 
amount a enables to measure a distance LR. This is the 
range-finding principle in the case of a range-finding di- 
rection different in direction from the front. Furthermore, 
the distance LR' of from a straight line extended with a 
baseline length to the subject-of-measurement 1 is LR' 
= LR cos p - bf/oc. In case detecting a deviation amount 
a similarly to the above, the distance LR' can be meas- 
ured, wherein the angle p is unnecessary in determining 
LR'. 

[0036] Incidentally, in also this case, when performing 
correlating operation, by fixing one partial image data 
group iL as a bench mark part as shown in Fig. 4 and 
deviating the other partial image data group IR as a ref- 
erence part, the direction C deviated an angle p relative 
to an optical axis of the lens 31a can be taken as a 
range-finding direction. Accordingly, by setting a plural- 
ity of bench mark positions in accordance with a range- 
finding direction, it is possible to detect distances in a 
plurality of directions by one line-type passive range- 
finding device. 

[0037] This example is to detect relative inclination 
angles of the screen 1 and projector 2 by utilizing the 
line-type passive range-finding devices 3, 4. 
[0038] Incidentally, when carrying out range-finding in 



a plurality of directions by one line-type passive range- 
finding device, provided are a plurality of range-finding 
operating regions (31 cR, 31 cC, 31 cL) depending upon 
a plurality of bench mark positions based on a plurality 

5 of range-finding directions (assumably R (right) , C 
(center), L (left) in this example) in the line sensor 31c 
as shown in Fig. 5 and a plurality of range-finding oper- 
ating regions (31 dR, 31 dC, 31 dL) depending upon a plu- 
rality of reference positions based on a plurality of 

10 range-finding directions (R, C, L) in the line sensor 31 d, 
to determine a deviation amount from the reference po- 
sition by using the partial image data in one pair of 
range-finding regions (31cR and 31dR, 31cC and 31dC, 
31 cL and 31 dL) in correspondence in the range-finding 

is direction. Incidentally, although this example takes 
range-finding directions of three directions of R (right) , 
C (center) and L (left) , the range-finding direction is not 
limited to those but can be appropriately changed. 
[0039] Next, the operation is explained. 

20 [0040] In case power or the like is turned on, a control 
circuit 5 determines whether or not there is an input of 
image data. In case there is an input of image data, a 
projection-image generating section 6 is caused to out- 
put display data commensurate with the image data, to 

25 project an image on the screen 1 through a display driv- 
ing section 7 and projection optical system 8. In case 
there is no input of image data, the contrast image data 
previously stored within the control circuit 5 for adjust- 
ment is output to the projection-image generating sec- 

30 tion 6, to project an image commensurate with the data 
on the screen 1 . This operation is an operation to display 
a contrast image on the screen 1 , in order to prevent the 
deterioration in the range-finding accuracy of the line- 
type passive range-finding device 3, 4. In this manner, 

35 the projection for preventing the line-type passive 
range-finding device 3, 4 from deteriorating in range- 
finding accuracy (inclination angle detection) is carried 
out by utilizing the image projecting function herein. This 
makes unnecessary an exclusive projection section, 

40 making possible to simplify the structure, Meanwhile, 
because range-finding is based on image projection, the 
measurable distance is dependent upon a distance that 
projection is possible. Accordingly, there is no need to 
adjust between a range-finding limit distance and a pro- 

45 jection limit distance. 

[0041 ] Subsequently, the control circuit 5 operates the 
line-type passive range-finding devices 3, 4 so that each 
is caused to detect a distance to the screen 1 in a plu- 
rality of directions. 

so [0042] The control circuit 5 computes a relative hori- 
zontal (first baseline-length direction) inclination angle 
between the screen 1 and projector 2 on the basis of a 
range-finding computation result of the line-type passive 
range-finding device 3, and computes a relative vertical 

55 (second baseline-length direction) inclination angle be- 
tween the screen 1 and projector 2 on the basis of a 
range-finding computation result of the line-type passive 
range-finding device 4. 
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[0043] Fig. 6 is a view for explaining an example of 
computing inclination angles as mentioned above. Inci- 
dentally, this example includes those for inclination an- 
gle detection in a horizontal (left-right) direction, inclina- 
tion angle detection in a vertical (up-down) direction or 
combined inclination angle detection in horizontal and 
vertical directions. However, because understanding is 
possible on the similar scheme, from now on explana- 
tion is on a horizontal inclination angle detection using 
a line-type passive range-finding device 3. 
[0044] As shown in Fig. 6, provided that the inclination 
angle of the screen 1 relative to a baseline length direc- 
tion (horizontal direction of the projector 2) of the line- 
type passive range-finding device 3 is 01 , the result of 
range-finding operation using a range-finding operating 
region 31 cL is L1, the result of range-finding operation 
using a range-finding operating region 31cR is L2, the 
angle between a range-finding direction corresponding 
to the range-finding operating region 31 cR and a per- 
pendicular to the baseline length is p\ and the angle be- 
tween a range-finding direction corresponding to the 
range-finding operating region 31 cL and a perpendicu- 
lar to the baseline length is 7, then the inclination angle 

61 can be determined by: 

tan 91 = (L2 cos p" - L1 cos y) I (L1 sin y + L2 sin p). 

Incidentally, the angles p, y are constants to be deter- 
mined in a design stage or the like as stated before, the 
values of which are previously stored within the control 
circuit 5. 

[0045] It is possible to determine an inclination angle 

62 of the screen 1 relative to a baseline length direction 
(vertical direction to the projector 2) of line-type passive 
range-finding device 4, by a principle similar to the 
above. 

[0046] Accordingly, the inclination angle 61 and 62 
can be determined by such operation of the control cir- 
cuit 5. 

[0047] In this manner, it is possible to realize a simple 
inclination-angle detecting apparatus utilizing a line- 
type passive range-finding device for utilization for the 
camera or the like. 

[0048] Next, another embodiment of the invention is 
explained with reference to Fig. 7 . Fig. 7 is a view for 
explaining another example of computing an inclination 
angle as mentioned above. Incidentally, this embodi- 
ment explains only on computing an inclination angle, 
wherein the same structure as the above embodiment 
is attached with the same reference, to omit the expla- 
nation thereof. Meanwhile, this embodiment includes 
those for inclination angle detection in a horizontal (left- 
right) direction, inclination angle detection in a vertical 
(up-down) direction or combined inclination angle de- 
tection in horizontal and vertical directions. However, 
because understanding is possible on the similar 
scheme, from now on explanation is on a horizontal in- 



clination angle detection using a line-type passive 
range-finding device 3. 

[0049] As shown in Fig. 7, provided that the inclination 
angle of the screen 1 relative to a baseline length direc- 

s tion (horizontal direction of the projector 2) of the line- 
type passive range-finding device 3 is 61, the straight 
line passing a range-finding point 1A on the screen 1 
and parallel with an optical axis L is LA, the straight line 
passing a range-finding point 1B on the screen 1 and 

10 parallel with an optical axis L is LB, the intersection be- 
tween the baseline length and the straight line LA is 1 A', 
the intersection between the baseline length and the 
straight line LB is 1B', the distance between the point 
1 A' and the perpendicular to an optical axis L is XA, the 

15 distance between the point 1 B' and the perpendicular to 
optical axis L is XB, the result of range-finding operation 
using the range-finding operating region 31 cL is YA and 
the result of range-finding operation using the range- 
finding operating region 31 cR is YB, then the inclination 

20 angle 61 can be determined by: 

tan 01 = (YB - YA) / (XA + XB). 

25 [0050] Herein, YA : XA- f : P (CA- 1) is held because 
of triangular analogy. If this is expanded, we have XA = 
PYA (CA - 1) / f . Herein, CA is a pixel number correspond- 
ing to a position of contrast center-of-gravity of an area 
A focused on the sensor plane, I is a pixel number of 

30 line sensor corresponding to the optical axis, P is a pixel 
pitch of line sensor, and f is a focal length. Similarly, XB 
can be expressed by: 

[0051] XB = PYB (CB - I) / f. Herein, CB is a pixel 
number corresponding to a position of contrast center- 

35 of-gravity of an area B focused on the sensor plane. In- 
cidentally, P and f are constants to be determined in the 
design stage or the like, the values of which are previ- 
ously stored within the control circuit 5. 
[0052] It is possible to determine an inclination angle 

40 62 of the screen 1 relative to a baseline length direction 
(vertical direction to the projector 2) of line-type passive 
range-finding device 4, by a principle similar to the 
above. 

[0053] Accordingly, the inclination angle 61 and 62 
45 can be determined by the operation of the control circuit 
5. 

[0054] In this manner, it is possible to realize a simple 
inclination-angle detecting apparatus utilizing a line- 
type passive range-finding device for utilization in the 

so camera or the like. 

[0055] Now, another embodiment of the invention is 
explained with reference to Figs . 8 - 12 , Figs . 8 to 12 
are figures for explaining another example to compute 
an inclination angle stated above. Note that this embod- 

55 iment explains only on computing an inclination angle 
wherein the same structures as the above embodiment 
are attached with the same references, to omit the ex- 
planation. Meanwhile, this example includes those for 
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inclination angle detection in a horizontal (left-right) di- 
rection, inclination angle detection in a vertical (up- 
down) direction or combined inclination angle detection 
in horizontal and vertical directions. However, because 
understanding is possible on the similar scheme, from 
now on explanation is on a horizontal inclination angle 
detection using a line-type passive range-finding device 
3. 

[0056] Fig. 8 is a figure for explaining a previous ad- 
justing process on the line-type passive range-finding 
device 3 within the projector. The line-type passive 
range-finding device 3 used in this embodiment, in the 
case of taking the range-finding direction by a different 
direction from the front, assumably outputs , as a result 
of the range-finding computation, a distance of from a 
straight line the baseline length is extended to the sub- 
ject-of-measurement 1 instead of the normal distance. 
Consequently, in the case of range-finding the subject- 
of-measurement 1 D, 1 E and 1 F on a chart 1 parallel with 
a baseline length b direction as in Fig. 8, the range-find- 
ing operation results (phase difference) to the subject- 
of-measurements 1 D, 1 E, 1 F are ideally to be the same. 
However, actually, the same result is less obtainable be- 
cause of undergoing the effects of aberration in each 
range-finding operating region or the like. Consequent- 
ly, this embodiment previously computes the correction 
coefficients to make these operation results the same in 
each range-finding direction. The correction coefficients 
are stored in an EEPROM or the like within the operating 
section, so that, during range-finding operation, the cor- 
rection coefficient is utilized to correct for the variation 
in range-finding operation results. Accordingly, in the 
case of range-finding the subject-of-measurement 1 on 
a straight line parallel with the baseline length b direc- 
tion, the same operation result, i.e. distance of from a 
straight line the baseline length is extended to the sub- 
ject-of-measurement 1 , is obtainable even if range-find- 
ing is in any direction of range finding (range-finding op- 
erating region). 

[0057] Fig. 9 shows an example on a case of range- 
finding the screen 1 inclined an angle (inclination angle) 
61 relative to the baseline length b direction (horizontal 
direction of projector 2) by using the line-type passive 
range-finding device 3 adjusted as in the above. The 
range-finding operation result when using a range-find- 
ing operation region 31 cR is LR'. The range-finding op- 
eration result when using a range-finding operation re- 
gion 31 cL is LL'. The straight line passing a range-find- 
ing point 1 D on the screen 1 and parallel with the base- 
line length b is b1. The straight line passing a range- 
finding point 1F on the screen 1 and parallel with the 
baseline length b is b2. The intersection between a per- 
pendicular to the straight line b1 passing the range-find- 
ing point 1 F and the straight line b1 is G. The intersection 
between a range-finding direction R and the straight line 
b1 is H . The intersection between a perpendicular to the 
straight line b1 passing a point H and the screen 1 is 11. 
And the distance between the range-finding operation 



regions 31 cR and 31 cL is D. Incidentally, in this embod- 
iment, the intersection between a range-finding direc- 
tion R and a range-finding operation region 31 cR is 
31cR1. The intersection between a range-finding direc- 
5 tion L and a range-finding operation region 31 cL is 
31cL1 , And the distance between a point 31 and a point 
31cL1 is a distance D. 

[0058] In this situation, the distance between a range- 
finding point 1F and a point G is LR' - LL'. Namely, it is 
10 a difference between a distance LR' and a distance LL'. 
[0059] Herein, as shown in Fig. 10, where the angle 
61 is small, the distance between the range-finding point 
1 F and the point G and the distance between the point 
H and the point 11 are nearly equal, the distance be- 
15 tween the point H and the point 1 1 is nearly equal to LR' 
- LL'. Herein, the angle 91 in this embodiment is an in- 
clination angle between the projector 2 and the screen 
1 . According to projecting a projection image of the pro- 
jector 2 on the screen 1 , it cannot be considered that the 
angle 91 is excessively great. There is no significant 
problem if the distance between the point H and the 
point 1 1 is practically considered as LR' - LL', For exam- 
ple, in the case to project a portable projector 2 onto the 
screen 1 or so, the user sets up the projector. It can be 
considered that a rough angular adjustment of the both 
is usually carried out by user's setting up. 
[0060] Meanwhile, as shown in Fig. 11, because the 
triangle formed by a range-finding point 1D, a point H 
and a center of lens 31a is analogous to the triangle 
formed by a point 31 cR1 , a point 31 cL1 and the center 
of lens 31a, the distance between the range-finding 
point 1 D and the point H is LL' D/f. 
[0061] Accordingly, as shown in Fig, 12, from the rec- 
tangular triangle configured by the range-finding point 
1 D, the point H and the point 1 1, the inclination angle 91 
can be determined from 

91 = arctan ((LR' - LL') / (LL' D/f)). 

[0062] Incidentally, although in the above the distance 
D between the range-finding operating regions 31 cR 
and 31 cL is a distance between the point 31 cR1 and the 
point 31cL1 , it may be a distance between a center po- 
sition of range-finding operating region 31 cR in a base- 
line length direction and a center position of range-find- 
ing operating region 31 cL in a baseline length direction. 
In this case, there is no need to detect an intersection 
with a range-finding direction on the range-finding op- 
erating region, making it possible to easily detect a value 
depending upon a distance between the two range-find- 
ing operating regions for use in angular detection. Thus, 
angle detection is simplified. 

[0063] Incidentally, in the case that high accuracy is 
required in angle detection, the value dependent upon 
a distance between the two range-finding operating re- 
gions for use in angular detection may use a distance 
between contrast center-of -gravity positions in each 
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range-finding operating region. In the below, an exam- 
ple on this case is explained with reference to Fig. 13. 
[0064] As well known, although passive-type range 
finding includes an operation to detect a state the coin- 
cident degree becomes the highest when a pair of im- 
ages are superposed, the coincident degree is to detect 
whether the one pair of images are in coincident in con- 
trast state or not. 

[0065] Accordingly, in passive-type range finding, a 
certain one range-finding operating region 31 cn has a 
design range-finding direction in an arrow-J direction, 
as shown in Fig. 13. In the case the image of the subject 
of range finding 1 to be focused on the range-finding 
operating region 31 cn is an image that a contrast posi- 
tion 1K exists only in an arrow-K direction, the actual 
direction of range finding deviates from the arrow-J di- 
rection to the arrow-K direction. In the case the image 
of the range finding subject 1 to be focused on the range- 
finding operating region 31 cn is an image that a contrast 
position 1 M exists only in an arrow-M direction, the ac- 
tual direction of range finding deviates from the arrow- 
J direction to the arrow-M direction. Meanwhile, in the 
case the image of the range finding subject 1 to be fo- 
cused on the range-finding operating region 31 cn is an 
image that contrast positions 1 K and 1 M exist in arrow- 
K and arrow-M directions, the actual direction of range 
finding deviates from the arrow-J direction to a contrast 
center-of-gravity position of an image focused on the 
range-finding operating region 31 cn. 
[0066] Accordingly, in case the value dependent upon 
a distance between the two range-finding operating re- 
gions for use in angular detection uses a distance be- 
tween the contrast center-of-gravity positions in each 
range-finding operating region, it is possible to use an 
accurate distance D thereby improving angle detection 
accuracy. Incidentally, because how to determine a con- 
trast center-of-gravity position is known by JP-A- 
8-75985, the explanation thereof is omitted herein. 
[0067] In this manner, it is possible to realize a simple 
inclination-angle detecting apparatus utilizing a line- 
type passive range-finding device for utilization in the 
camera or the like, 

[0068] In each of the above embodiment, in case in- 
clination angles 91 and 92 are determined, the control 
circuit 5 outputs the determined inclination angles 91 
and 92 to the display driving section 7. The display driv- 
ing section 7 adjusts the projection optical system 8 in- 
cluding a capacitor lens on the basis of the horizontal 
and vertical inclination angles computed by the control 
circuit 5, thereby correcting for a keystone distortion in 
a projection image. 

[0069] Herein, the keystone distortion in a projection 
image is optically corrected by adjusting the projection 
optical system 8 including a condensing lens on the ba- 
sis of the horizontal and the vertical inclination angles 
computed by the control circuit 5. The display data of an 
image having a reverse keystone distortion to a projec- 
tion image may be generated on the basis of the hori- 



zontal and vertical inclination angles computed by the 
control circuit 5 in the projection image generating sec- 
tion 6 in order to electrically, correct the keystone dis- 
tortion in the projection image. 

5 [0070] The control circuit 5, if inclination angles 91 
and 92 are determined, stops the line-type passive 
range-finding devices 3, 4 from operating, thereby end- 
ing angle detecting operation and keystone distortion 
correcting operation. 

10 [0071] Incidentally, the control circuit 5, after once de- 
termining the inclination angles 91 and 92, causes the 
line-type passive range-finding devices 3, 4 again to op- 
erate at a time elapsing a predetermined time, to again 
detect inclination angles 91 and 92. On the basis of the 

is detected inclination angles 91 and 92, keystone distor- 
tion correcting operation may be again carried out. By 
doing so, image distortion is corrected intermittently. Ac- 
cordingly, even where the screen or projector changes 
in setup situation or the like, distortion correction can be 
automatically done in accordance with a change there- 
of. 

[0072] As in the above, the image distortion correction 
depending upon a relative inclination angle between the 
projector and the screen can be realized by a simple 
structure utilizing a line-type passive range-finding de- 
vice for utilization in the camera or the like. 
[0073] Incidentally, in each of the above embodi- 
ments, inclination angle is detected in a plurality of di- 
rections by using two line-type passive range-finding de- 
vices, to carry out keystone distortion on the basis of 
each detection result. However, it is possible to use one 
line-type passive range-finding device and detect an in- 
clination angle in one direction, so that keystone distor- 
tion can be corrected on the basis of a detected one in- 
clination angle. 
[0074] Also, although inclination angle was detected 
in vertical-and-horizontal two directions as a plurality of 
different directions by two line-type passive range-find- 
ing devices, the plurality of different directions are not 
iimited to the vertical and the horizontal directions but 
can be changed appropriately. 
[0075] Meanwhile, although subject-of-measurement 
was the screen, subject-of-measurement is not limited 
to the screen but to be changed appropriately. 
[0076] Meanwhile, the present invention is not limited 
to the foregoing embodiments but can be carried out 
with a proper change of within a scope not to change 
the gist. 



[0077] The present invention can simplify the struc- 
ture for the simple inclination-angle detecting apparatus 
capable of utilizing a line-type passive range-finding de- 
55 vice being used in the camera or the like, or for the pro- 
jector for correcting a keystone distortion depending up- 
on an inclination angle to the screen in a projection im- 
age. 
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[Brief Description of the Drawings] 
[Fig. 1] 

[0078] A block diagram showing one embodiment of 5 
the present invention. 

[Fig- 2] 

[0079] A front view of one embodiment shown as Fig. '0 
1 

[Fig. 31 

[0080] A figure showing a range-finding principle of a is 
line-type passive range-finding device of Fig. 1. 

[Fig. 4] 

[0081] A figure showing a range-finding principle of a 20 
line-type passive range-finding device of Fig. 1. 

[Fig. 5] 

[0082] A figure showing a plurality of range-finding op- 25 
erating regions for one pair of line sensors 31c, 31 d of 
this example. 



[Fig. 12] 

[0089] An essential-part magnifying view of Fig. 9. 
[Fig- 13] 

[0090] An explanatory view of a contrast center-of- 
gravity position. 

[Explanation of Reference Numerals and Signs] 
[0091] 



3 First line-type passive range-finding device 
31a, 31b First one pair of lenses 

31c, 31 d First line sensors 

32 First operating section 

4 Second line-type passive range-finding de- 
vice 

41 a, 41 b Second one pair of lenses 
41c, 41 d Second line sensors 

42 Second operating section 

5 First, second inclination angle computing 
section 

6 Image-distortion correcting section 

7 Image-distortion correcting section 



Claims 

1 . An angle detecting apparatus characterized by: 

a line-type passive range-finding device having 
a pair of lenses arranged spaced a baseline 
length, a line sensor on which a pair of images 
of a subject-of-measurement are to be focused 
by the one pair of lenses, and an operating sec- 
tion for carrying out range-finding operation in 
a plurality of mutually different directions on the 
basis of an output of the line sensor; and 
an inclination-angle computing section for com- 
puting an inclination angle of the subject-of- 
measurement relative to a direction of the base- 
line length, on the basis of an operation result 
of the line-type passive range-finding device. 

2. An angle detecting apparatus as claimed in claim 
1 , characterized in that the inclination-angle com- 
puting section computes an inclination angle of the 
subject-of-measurement relative to the baseline 
length direction, on the basis of an angle relative to 
each perpendicular to the baseline in the plurality 
of directions and an operation result of the line-type 
passive range-finding device. 

3. An angle detecting apparatus according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that the inclination-angle comput- 
ing section computes an inclination angle of the 



[Fig. 6] 

[0083] A figure showing a detecting scheme of an in- 
clination angle of Fig. 1 . 

[Fig. 7] 

[0084] A figure showing a detecting scheme of an in- 
clination angle in another embodiment of the invention. 

[Fig. 8] 

[0085] A figure showing a detecting scheme of an in- 
clination angle in another embodiment of the invention. 

[Fig. 9] 

[0086] A figure showing a detecting scheme of an in- 
clination angle in another embodiment of the invention. 

[Fig. 10] 

[0087] An essential-part magnifying view of Fig. 9. 
[Fig. 11] 

[0088] An essential-part magnifying view of Fig. 9. 
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subject-of-measurement relative to the baseline 
length direction, on the basis of a contrast center- 
of-gravity position of each of the line sensors in the 
plurality of directions and an operation result of the 
line-type passive range-finding device. 

4. An angle detecting apparatus according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that the line sensor has a first 
light-receiving region on which one of the one pair 
of images of the subject-of-measurement is to focus 
and a second light-receiving region on which the 
other of the one pair of images of the subject-of- 
measurement is to focus, the first and second light- 
receiving regions being respectively set with a plu- 
rality of range-finding operating regions corre- 
sponding to the plurality of range-finding directions, 

the operating region carrying out range-find- 
ing operations in the plurality of range-finding direc- 
tions, on the basis of an output of the line sensor in 
the range-finding operating region in the first light- 
receiving region and an output of the line sensor in 
the range-finding operating region in the second 
light-receiving region, 

the inclination-angle computing section com- 
puting an inclination angle of the subject-of-meas- 
urement relative to the baseline length direction, on 
the basis of an operation result in two different 
range-finding directions of among operation results 
the line-type passive range-finding device carried 
out range-finding operation in the plurality of range- 
finding directions and a value dependent upon a 
distance of between two of the range-finding oper- 
ating regions in the first light-receiving region cor- 
responding to the two range-fining directions. 

5. An angle detecting apparatus according to claim 4, 
characterized in that the value dependent upon a 
distance of between two of the range-finding oper- 
ating regions in the first light-receiving region is a 
distance of center positions in the baseline length 
direction in each of the two range-finding operating 
regions. 

6. An angle detecting apparatus according to claim 4, 
characterized in that the value dependent upon a 
distance of between two of the range-finding oper- 
ating regions in the first light-receiving region is a 
distance of contrast center-of-gravity positions of 
images respectively focused in the two range-find- 
ing operating regions. 

7. An angle detecting apparatus according to claims 1 
to 6, characterized in that the subject-of-measure- 
ment is a screen to which an image is to be project- 
ed. 

8. A projector for projecting an image formed based 
on an input video signal to a screen, characterized 



by including an angle detecting apparatus accord- 
ing to 7 and an image-distortion correcting section 
for correcting a distortion in the image on the screen 
on the basis of an inclination angle computed by the 
5 angle detecting apparatus. 

9. A projector according to claim 8, characterized in 
that the angle detecting apparatus intermittently 
computes an inclination angle of the screen relative 
»o to the baseline length direction, the image-distortion 
correcting section correcting a distortion in the im- 
age on the screen on the basis of the intermittently 
computed inclination angle. 
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